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their gods, and fled " like birds " : into the moun-
tain fastnesses that surrounded them. Their king
realizing the hopelessness of his state, came forth
to meet his conqueror and to seek some mercy at
his hand. Tiglathpileser took the members of his
family as hostages, and received a rich gift of
bronze plates, copper bowls, and trays, and a hun-
dred and twenty slaves, with oxen and sheep.
Strangely enough he spared his life, adding com-
placently to the record the words: UI had com-
passion on him, (and) granted his life/' which
hereafter was to be lived under Assyrian suzerain-
ty. By these movements the "broad land of
Kummukh" was conquered, and the Assyrian
ruled at least as far as, if not beyond, Mount
Masius. Great achievements these for the first
year of a reign, and the next year was equally
successful. It began witli an invasion of tho land
of Shubari, which had been conquered before by
Adad-nirari I, and had again rebelled, thence the
king marched into the countries of Alzi and Pur-
ukhumzi, of which we heard in his fmt campaign,
in order to lay upon them anew the old annual trib-
ute so long unpaid to Assyria. The cities of
Shubari surrendered without battle on the appear-
ance of Tiglathpileser, and the district north of
Mount Masius was all a tribute-paying land- On
the return from this campaign the land of Kurn-
mukh is again devastated. The exaggeration of
the king's annals appears .strongly here, for if, iu

1 The figure belongs to the nnnate or